BEST GIFT
THE GIFT OF HOPE
The mature children of God are those who are moved by the impulses of the Holy Spirit. And
you did not receive the “spirit of religious duty,” leading you back into the fear of never being
good enough. But you have received the “Spirit of full acceptance,” enfolding you into the
family of God. And you will never feel orphaned, for as he rises up within us, our spirits join him
in saying the words of tender a ection, “Beloved Father!” For the Holy Spirit makes God’s
fatherhood real to us as he whispers into our innermost being, “You are God’s beloved
child!” And since we are his true children, we qualify to share all his treasures, for indeed, we
are heirs of God himself. And since we are joined to Christ, we also inherit all that he is and all
that he has. We will experience being co-glori ed with him provided that we accept his
su erings as our own. I am convinced that any su ering we endure is less than nothing
compared to the magnitude of glory that is about to be unveiled within us. The entire universe
is standing on tiptoe, yearning to see the unveiling of God’s glorious sons and daughters! For
against its will the universe itself has had to endure the empty futility resulting from the
consequences of human sin. But now, with eager expectation, all creation longs for freedom
from its slavery to decay and to experience with us the wonderful freedom coming to God’s
children. To this day we are aware of the universal agony and groaning of creation, as if it were
in the contractions of labor for childbirth. And it’s not just creation. We who have already
experienced the rst fruits of the Spirit also inwardly groan as we passionately long to
experience our full status as God’s sons and daughters—including our physical bodies being
transformed. For this is the hope of our salvation. But hope means that we must trust and wait
for what is still unseen. For why would we need to hope for something we already have? So
because our hope is set on what is yet to be seen, we patiently keep on waiting for its
ful llment. And in a similar way, the Holy Spirit takes hold of us in our human frailty to empower
us in our weakness. For example, at times we don’t even know how to pray, or know the best
things to ask for. But the Holy Spirit rises up within us to super-intercede on our behalf,
pleading to God with emotional sighs too deep for words. God, the searcher of the heart,
knows fully our longings, yet he also understands the desires of the Spirit, because the Holy
Spirit passionately pleads before God for us, his holy ones, in perfect harmony with God’s plan
and our destiny. So we are convinced that every detail of our lives is continually woven
together for good, for we are his lovers who have been called to ful ll his designed purpose.”
Romans 8:14-28
“And He that sat upon the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And He said unto me,
“Write, for these words are true and faithful.” And he also said, “It is nished! I am the Alpha
and the Omega—the Beginning and the End. To all who are thirsty I will give freely from the
springs of the water of life.”
Revelation 21:5-6
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